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"With this view of the subject, the assembling
our forces, and the placing ourselves in a state of
preparation for war,, at least equal to that of the
enemy, appeared to me from the first moment of
the authentication of the proclamation, to be
measures not of choice,, but of irresistible neces-
sity, and of indispensable duty. But I did not
stop at this point; my decided opinion was and
is., that every practicable reduction of the power
of Tippoo, is warranted by the principles of
justice, and demanded by those of policy; and I
therefore determined in the first instance to en-
deavour to anticipate the execution of his projects
of vengeance, by attacking him on all sides with-
out delay, and thus intercepting his means of
availing himself of the solicited aid of France, or
of any other assistance which might be presented
to him by the variable course of Indian politics.
But I never proposed to undertake any attack
upon him, of which the success could be doubtful
in the judgment of those whose opinions must
always govern my discretion on every question of
military detail; and although my judgment re-
mains unaltered, with respect to the justice, policy,
and even indispensable necessity of an effectual
reduction of Tippoo's power, I have not under-
valued the practical difficulties of such an attempt
in the present moment.

66 The delay which must attend any movement
of the army upon the coast, and the immense